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ince the school's 

population has increased 
from 250 to 350 students, the 
yard has become too small. 


Proposal 
Tt, school has purchased 

the small forest located 
behind the yard. We propose 
to cut down the trees, pave 
the surface and set up a 
basketball court, in collabo- 
ration with the city. 
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We 
will now hear from 
those who would like to 
express their views. 
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need a basketball court 
where we can play during 
recess and after class. You all 
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forest, we lessen the n the 


Quality of 
In 10 years, if 


the air we breathe. 


oe tect the 
We must protec 
last wooded area of ssa 
an 
se (Gea Y dozens of animal ane i < 
, 3 ‘ it contains © oe 
ib oe, species i: Many are Over Philip Ball 
o anche 100 years old. ug student 
Robin Green 
citizen 


ames Woodley 
from the Friends 
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students and the 
citizens foundas 


that protects most of the 
woods. And it will cost pas 
much less than the origina 


project! 


eA basketball court will be built 


on the teachers’ 


(already paved). Teachers will 
park their cars in front of the 
church across the street, 

since the church lot !s empty 


during the week. 
e The schoolyard will be 


extended onto only one-third 
of the woods. On this portion, 


all healthy youn 
transplanted In 


hood. 
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magination and 
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these two ingredients, the 


olution 


parking lot 


g trees will be 
the neighbour- 
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students can discove 
ecological wealth of the forest. 


e For each tree cut down, the 
city will plant two new trees 


elsewhere int 


hood. 


he neighbour- 


ithout realizing it, the stu- 
dents and citizens of I.M. 
Perplexed School applied a 
work method that is becoming more 
and more popular: They conducted 
an 
The goal of this method is to reduce 
a project's negative effects on the 
environment as much as possible. 
The environment includes water, the 
air, the ground, and all living things 
with which we share the Earth. An 
environmental assessment 
consists of four steps: 
Describe the project in detail. 
Evaluate the negative effects on 
the environment. 


Eliminate or reduce the effects 
on the environment. 
Make the best decision 
possible for us and for the 
environment. 
Since the 1970s, the Canadian 
government has carried out environ- 
mental assessment for all its 


projects. And the method works! 
Here's an example: 

Plans had been made to widen an old 
road that crossed through a marsh 
used by migrating birds. The project 
would have destroyed the marsh. 
Following the environmental 
assessment, it was decided that a 
new road would be built to go around 
the marsh. The old road was covered 
with earth to grow plants! 


Environmental assessment applies 
not only to major projects 

carried out by businesses and 
governments (factories, roads, etc.), 
but also to your family's own pro- 
jects. Pretend your family is thinking 
of buying a second car. First, 
consider possible alternatives, such 
as walking, taking the bus, or 
car-pooling. If you decide the car is 
indispensable, choose a model that 
does not burn a lot of fuel. 
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4 4. How much garbage does ‘ 
a Canadian family of four prot 

duce in one year? \ 


4. You buy a soft drink. Once 


you've swallowed the last drop, 


where should you throw the can? 


a) Into the street 
b) Into a garbage can 
c) Into a recycling bin 
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ment 
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Every day, there are a whole bunch of little 
things you do that affect the environment. And © 
30 million Canadians do those same things! So | 
if each person changes their habits, it will make 
a huge difference. 


Are you environme 
2 nae eye our pare 


4. D Canadians are the world's biggest 
garbage producers! What can you do about 
it? 

Choose products with less packaging, or 

where the packaging is made of recycled 
materials and is recyclable. And put it in your 
recycling bin (the packaging, not the product!). 


2. C But this is not the ideal solution for 
those living with you! The best is a shower. | 
A shower uses less water (100 litres) than a 
bath (200 litres). Even better, install a low- 
flow or water-saving showerhead. 


3. C We open our refrigerator an average 

of 22 times a day, which comes to 8000 
times a year. Each time, warm air rushes 

into the refrigerator, which consumes a lot of 
energy to keep food cold. So don't open the 
fridge for no reason. And when you open it, 
quickly take what you need and then shut 

the door. 


4.cif every Canadian threw a can into the 
open each day, we would have 11 billion 

cans polluting our cities, countrysides and 
forests within one year. What a waste! It's 
much better to recycle them: The aluminum 
can be melted to make new cans an infinite _ 
number of times. And it takes 20 times less — 
energy to recycle aluminum than to make 
new aluminum. . 
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in 2022 with funding trom 
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